Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 ATHENS 04115 0417 14Z 
ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO DHA-02 L-03 CIAE-00 INR-07 
NSAE-00 AID-05 EB-07 HEW-04 OIC-02 SP-02 SS-15 
NSC-05 IOE-OO AF-10 ARA-06 EA-07 NEA-10 /111 W 

041809Z 129809/43 

P R 041441Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 375 
INFO USMISSION USUN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ATHENS 4115 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: UN, ECOSOC, SHUM, GR, US 

SUBJECT: US CANDIDACY FOR RE-ELECTION TO THE COMMISSION 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

REF: STATE 097887 

1 . EMBOFF DISCUSSED THE SUBJECT OF THE US CANDIDACY FOR 
RE-ELECTION TO THE UN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS (UNCHR) 
WITH THE MFA DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZA- 
TIONS AND CONFERENCES, AND REQUESTED THAT THE GOG SUPPORT 
RE-ELECTION OF THE US. AFTER DELIVERING A DIPLOMATIC 

NOTE BASED ON INSTRUCTIONS IN PARA FOUR OF REFTEL, EMBOFF 
MADE AN ORAL PRESENTATION DRAWING FROM THE GUIDANCE IN 
PARA FIVE. 

2. THE MFA OFFICIAL SAID THE MATTER WOULD BE GIVEN 
CAREFUL ATTENTION BY THE MFA SINCE IT WAS HIS UNDERSTAND- 
ING THAT SEVERAL WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WERE ALSO 
SEEKING A SEAT ON THE UNCHR. HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT 
HE WOULD BE ABLE TO REPLY FORMALLY BEFORE THE END OF 

3. SPEAKING PERSONALLY, THE OFFICIAL INDICATED HIS 

OPINION THAT THE US SHOULD BE A MEMBER OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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COMMISSION. THE US BY VIRTUE OF ITS IMPORTANCE IN THE 
WORLD COMMUNITY.HE SAID, SHOULD NOT BE DENIED SUCH 
A POSITION. MOREOVER, HE ADDED, THE TRADITIONAL INTEREST 
OF THE US IN THE SUBJECT OF HUMAN RIGHS AND, MORE 
IMPORT ANTLY.THE ADDED EMPHASIS ACCORDED TO IT BY THE 
CARTER ADMINISTRATION MADE IT IMPERATIVE THAT THE US 
CONTINUE ON THE HRC. HE CONCLUDED BY REITERATING HIS 
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HOPE TO BE IN A POSITION TO GIVE OFFICIAL ASSURANCES OF 
GOG SUPPORT FOR THE US CANDIDACY AT THE END OF THE WEEK. 

KUBISCH 
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